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Ronnie Moore with mechanic Viy Harwood, celebrating Ronnie’s victory in the 
London Riders’ Championship. Picture by Alf Weedon. 


MEET THE VISITORS 


Reading are certainly no strangers to Wimbledon this year; already they have twice 
invaded the shores of Plough Lane and left with two victories. They reckon they can 
make it three tonight, but the mood in the Wimbledon camp is one of grim deter- 
mination. 


The Racers confirmed their standing as one of the country’s top teams when they 
went to Ipswich and won in the quarter final of the Speedway Star Cup last Thursday. 
The following day, however, they lost at Hackney. 


The Reading team shows one change from those seen earlier in the season. 
Graeme Smith, a New Zealander who used to ride at Canterbury and is now starring 
for Sunderland, has taken over from the injured Bernie Leigh at number seven. Smith 
, has been in good form lately and is a useful man to have at reserve. 


Mick Bell, at number six, has proved a thorn in the Wimbledon flesh this year. He 
has had a couple of good meetings here and Messrs. Michanek, Curtis and Lovaas all 
go well at Plough Lane. Richard May has found points hard to get on his visits to the 
Dons’ camp but that could easily change tonight. 


It’s an interesting and potentially exciting match that we have in store. Team 
manager Bob Radford will be keeping his men on their toes to rub. the Wimbledon 
noses in the ground . . . but could it be his turn tonight? 
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Apologies to those who tried to tele- 
phon us last Friday only to keep getting 
the engaged tone. Our switchboard was 
jammed all day with people inquiring 
about Pete Wigley. He spent the night 
in St. George’s Hospital and was only 
badly bruised, no bones were broken. 
Next morning he was his usual, chirpy, 
self. When asked how he felt, he 
replied: “A bit run-down!” I don’t 
suppose we shall sce him on a bike for a 
week or so, and by then our 
other injured Dons should be fit. There 
will be a tremendous battle for team 
places. Greg Kentwell, also injured and 
taken to hospital last Thursday, was 
released on Friday. He suffered concus- 
sion. 

Within 24 hours of publicising the 
annual Dinner and Dance run by Mrs. 
Batson, all tickets were sold. Each year 
the demand for this event grows . . . and 
now Mrs. B. is wondering whether she 
should try for the Albert Hall or some- 
where similar for 1973. 

Next week the Hackney Hawks ven- 
ture to South London again. Each time 
they come Len Silver claims that they 
bring thousands of East London _ fans 
with them. I doubt it. It’s wishful 
thinking on his part. At the London 
Riders’ Championship at Hackney, I 
saw more red and yellow than any other 
colours. Why not, next week, all try 
and wear something red and/or yellow. 
And show Silver once again that Wim- 
bledon and their supporters are number 
one in London. (PS: if you haven't got 
something red or yellow, how about buy- 
ing a club tie?) 

Everybody is talking about the shock 
news of Tommy Jansson getting into 
Army gear next year. Due to go into 
the services next June, he has already 
passed Al on his medical, but .. . nine 
months is a long while, and it is possible 
that he may get deferred. Or, better still, 
if nobody declarcs war on Sweden, they 
might abolish conscription. Tommy, 
however, has promised Lynda Slack, his 
Fan Club secretary, that if he does have 
to go he will write every day and give 


by CYRIL MAIDMENT 


the fans his lap times marching round 
the square. Let’s hope it never comes to 
that. By the way, membership to his 
Fan Club costs 30p and members receive 
a fact sheet, membership card, signed 
photo and newsletters sent periodically 
throughout the year. 

Our sponsors are out in full force to- 
night. For the seniors Crofton Park 
Motors of Balham have generously given 
£15 for the scratch race final, the winner 
receiving £8, second £5 and £2 for third. 
On behalf of the riders, I would like to 
thank Mr. John Robson of Crofton Park 
Motor Company, who has arranged this 
sponsorship. We hope to have the 
pleasure of introducting him to the 
winning riders. 

After the seniors, we have a junior 
match with Reading. It’s unfortunate 
that Pete Wigley no longer qualifies for 
this. In less than one season he has 
ridden himself into the senior class. 
That leaves us with 19-year-old Rob 
Jones, 16-year-olds Ian Fletcher and 
Rocky Coutts and Pip Austin. I don’t 
expect them to win, all I hope is that 
they get the experience they badly need. 
Practice is okay but there is nothing like 
the real thing. Some of the money used 
to run this event comes from our good 
friends on the first bend, Messrs. Ridge- 
way, Smart and Bullivant. On a later 
date we will run an individual trophy 
for our novices, and have our three good 
samaritans out to present the trophy. 

In the grandstand next week we will 
be holding an exhibition of speedway 
paintings by Mr. Les Cooper. A picture 
of Ronnie Moore, by Mr. Cooper, will 
be raffled during the next few weeks 
with the proceeds going to the Riders’ 
Aid Fund. I sincerely consider these 
paintings to be extremely valuable and 
to win one as a prize would be the high- 
light of anybody’s speedway season. 
Further details will appear in next week’s 
programme. 





RISING TO THE OCCASION 


BY PHILIP RISIN 


All was not calm in the speedway world last weekend. Beneath an ostensibly calm 
surface, talk of World Final boycotts simmered as the five British world finalists 
demanded more money for appearing at Wembley. The riders, officially at least, refused 
to comment on an explosive situation. The Speedway Control Board, too, would make 
no comment. But a dispute existed, nonetheless, and its outcome could have a vital 
bearing on the future of speedway. 

It would appear that the five finalists (Mauger, Briggs, Eric and Nigel Boocock and 
Louis) wanted more money for riding in the final. They pointed out, with a certain 
amount of justification, that receipts from this year’s event will be higher than ever and 
that they, the men on the track, deserve a bigger proportion. 

Points money is determined by FIM, so there was no chance of a change there... 
at least not this year. But it is a fact that the financial rewards for reaching the final 
are no better now (in some respects they are worse) than ten years ago. 

The riders want appearance money; a guaranteed sum. The SCB, as I understand 
it, refused to budge. The riders threatened not to ride, which would mean the next 
five highest scorers in the British Final going through to Wembley. If they, too, refuse, 
all those who rode in Wroclaw in the European Final would come to Wembley. The 
implications are numerous; many of the arguments hypothetical. It is not known 
whether people like Ray Wilson and Terry Betts would support the other five if they 
decide to boycott the Wembley final 

I personally think the riders are justified in wanting more money. However, could 
it be that they are asking for too much? Negotiations are being kept secret; but the 
mood of the riders is certainly determined to say the least. One can only hope that a 
settlement is reached, but I’m sure that this is only the thin edge of the wedge. Before 
long riders will be demanding special rates for big individual meetings and a better deal 
from the promoters. 

They have good reason to complain in certain respects. For example: a British 
team will be touring Australia this winter but have any riders been questioned about 
their availability? Not that I know of; and the World Team Cup is less than a month 
away but no side has been selected, or at least announced. There is room for improve- 
ment here. 
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Tonight’s sponsors 


CROFTON PARK MOTOR CO. 


01-672 5430 
Hire-purchase Part exchange 


251, Balham High Road 
London, S.W.17 
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WIMBLEDON SPEEDWA 


Meetings promoted by 


Wimbledon Speedway Limited 
Plough, Lane. London SW/17 OBL 
Telephone 01-946 5361 





Meetings staged under the direction of ... ae sh John &, Cearns 
Meetings conducted by ... A. R. James, E. J. Monk and R. J. Cearns 
Speedway Manager ... rari Ee re ey ... Cyril Maidment 
Clerk of the Course a eg AB ee oe Jack Rackeu 
Chief Pits Marshall ... its BS K, a ae Alf Carter 
Starting Marshall... ae fo sist Cats ... Prank Lawrence 
Machine Examiner Ree Se We es ie Viv Harwood 
A.C.U. Official Referee... oa ¥ : toe ... T. Golledge 
Announcer sep ty. ai bee 2 2 be Ken Tozer 
A.C.U. Timekeeper 50% Bi Ay aa ... Lorraine Herwig 
Medical Officer i. ve Dr. John Wall, MB, BS, MRCS 


Merton Div. of St. John Ambulance Bgde. in attendance Supt. F. G. Tucker 
ACSA ASCARIS NO SIAL TABULA STAI EL ENA AO MIRO 205 POONER HAR NTRS AEA LENT SH ONS SES 
All meetings held under the Speedway Regulations 
of the Speedway Control Board 
Track Licence No. 72/78 Permit No. SP 139 
Four lap race: 1.234 yds. Track record: 60.7 secs., Ole Olsen 15.6.1972 


The Management reserves the right of admission, and the right to alter or abandon the 
programme. Should it be necessary, through any cause, to abandon the meeting prior to the 
completion of the sixth race, tickets giving free admission to a subsequent meeting will he 
issued. In no circumstances will any money be refunded. 

Betting is absolutely prohibited at all Speedway mectings. 





METROPOLITAN CUP — 13 HEATS 





WIMBLEDON READING 
(DONS—Red, Yellow Star) (RACERS—Blue and White) 
RONNIE MOORE Captains GEOFF MUDGE 
CYRIL MAIDMENT Team Managers BOB RADFORD 


Riders are identified by helmet colours: 

Home team red and blue. Visitors white and yellow and black. 

Scoring: Winner of each heat 3 points, second 2 points, third 1 point. 

Tactical substitutes: If after the fourth heat of a fixture a team is six or more points in 
arrears a Team Manager may subsitute a rider or riders in the next or succeeding heats with 


another rider (riders) in his team but such riders may be used as substitutes only once 
Substitutions must stop when the team is less than six points in arrears. 


Disqualification: A rider disqualified for breaking the starting tapes should be replaced bv 
rider No. 6 or 7, if available. 
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METROPOLITAN CUP MATCH 





WIMBLEDON 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 
1. Ronnie Moore V | | |e 741 D1 | | 
2. Neil Cameron PL IAto'| Peis % ee 
3. Trevor Hedge HALA | DI S| Al 2 || 
4. Graeme Stapleton / | IC | © I> (OO | oe 
5. Tommy Jansson |] X | on | \ | 















7. Rob Jones | C) | | ¢) | | ea 
| ae ee: inl 
Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don Reading 
Heat 1 1 | R. Moore R 6 | 
2 | N. Cameron B & 2. —~ 
i ; gi pa ‘ hs ae Score 
Time: 1 A. Michanek Ww By pA a 
2 | G. Mudge Y&B 
Act 





Heat 2 | 6 | J. Tebby R |_ 

| —_———. / |} 

7 | R. Jones B O / in 
w | au 


[Progressive Score 
Time 6 | M. Bell : ) 
| 


Col: 7 | G. Smith Y&B D 
| a | 


Heat 3 5 | T. Jansson Xi ( m 











aesal 
R ee 
Seen - ‘Vs } | 
4 | G. Stapleton B 4 | h |} 
—____ Progressive Score 
Time 5 | D. Lovaas w © l j | 
I —_——_ | 
Oi? 4| R. May Yas|() | \ f y 


Heat 4 3 | T. Hedge { 


\ : 
\ 
Progressive Score 
L 


| 
| 
| 


R 
6 | J. Tebby B 
Time 3 | G. Cartis Ww 


(53: 7 | G. Smith Y&B 











| WIMBLEDON v READING 





READING 1 





2 3 4 5 6 Total 
1. Anders Michanek I a alae" ISS | | 
2. Geoff Mudge io > ie ee | | 
3. Geoff Curtis . | = = | | 
4. Richard May | C) | (’) | ) | Cs | | | 
5. Dag Lovaas I | | | 1 V4 | 
6. Mick Bell en OT Wael Aba! al 
7. Graeme Smith | | § | | 
Prom tGat y betel s Uidl, (oa 
Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don Reading 
Heat 5 5 | T. Jansson R 


\ fa oh 


Go=~ 


4 | G. Stapleton 
| 
Time 1 | A. Michanek 
| 
2 | G. Mudge 
| 


j / ) 
} Progressi ve eile 
[ 


ere a 


C-P Fur 





| 
Heat 6 1 | R. Moore 


| 
2 | Nr€anieron Kk 
| 


Time 3 | G. Curtis Ww 


| Progressive Score 
| | \ 
| - 6 | M. Bell Y&B 

a Oe | 


| | 
Heat 7 3 | T. Hedge 











] | 
6 | J. Tebby B y | 
| Sama REGiGHT Bs Sak /Progressive Score | 
Time 5 | D. Lovaas Ww le ¢ 6 { 


| 


é et Score 





Gave 4| R. May Y&B 


Heat 8 2 | N. Cameron 


| aie opal 

7 | Retenes \ \ bby B 
Time 2 | G. Mudge Ww 
4 7 | G. Smith 








\ v 


APY -VWIGWTP 








Heat Helmet Points Scored 










No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don Reading 
| 
Heat 9 5 | T. Jansson R | 
4 | G. Stapleton B 
——_———_ Progressive Score 
Time 3 | G. Curtis Ww 





| 
Heat 10 1 | R. Moore 


2 | N. Cameron B 


| Progressive Score 
Time 5 | D. Lovaas 


vA | 4 | R. May Y&B 
Gh 4] 


Heat 11 





3 | T. Hedge R 
| eRe ae 
7|R. Jones B 

ie Progressive Scure 


Time 1 | A. Michanek Ww 





Heat 12 | 1 | R. Moore R 
4 | G. Stapleton B 
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| 0) Haaircrtoes G Pro ive Sc 
Time 3 | G. Curtis Ww a). se e Score 
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Glee 5 | D. Lovaas Y&B 


Heat 13 3 | T. Hedge 





R 
§ | T. Jansson B 
Ww 


| 
| 
Time 1 | A. Michanek < / 


INTERVAL 
DRAW FOR TONIGHT’S RIDERS’ AID FUND PRIZES 








RACE 14 
RESERVES QUALIFIER 
Jim Tebby (Red) S Mick Bell £ / (White) 
Rob Jones (Blue) © Graeme Smith ““ (Y & B) 


Result Ist l 2nd L 3rd JS 





RACE 15 


CROFTON PARK MOTORS TROPHY 


HEAT 1 
Ronnie Moore (Red) ~2 Dag Lovaas (White) | 
Geoff Mudge (Blue) s Graeme Stapleton (Y & B) O 


Result Ist. / 2nd..... Ke Son, 3rd. saith Time G usa s 
RACE 16 





HEAT 2 
Trevor Hedge (Red) pe Geoff Curtis (White) 2 
Neil Cameron (Blue) (°) Winner of race 14'™\by(¥ & B) N 
Result Afri yates 2nd...... See. 3rd...... Le ime.\...9..... 

RACE 17 

HEAT 3 
Tommy Jansson (Red) fa. Anders Michanek (White) 
Richard May (Blue) Second in race 14 (Y & B)C) 


_ Result Ist \ 2nd eA 





RACE 18 
CROFTON PARK MOTORS TROPHY FINAL 


Winner of race 15 (Red) pred Winner of race 17 (White) "5 
Winner of race 16 (Blue) Ni Fastest second (Y & B) © 
Result Ist ee mea 113 Seva, serene 3rd.. Time ay 
RACE 19 
DONS JUNIORS v. RACERS JUNIORS 
HEAT 1 
Rob Jones (Red) 7) Dave Walker (White) [ 
Rocky Coutts (Blue) “2, — Paul Dyer (Y & B) bi 
Result Ist / 2nd...AN....... 3rd..... e Time 6 / ; 
RACE 20 
HEAT 2 
Pip Austin (Red) “2, Dave Slatford (White) / 
Ian Fletcher (Blue) © Keith Satchell (Y & B) 3 
Result Ist..... L " aes Se 3rdisin.... 4 Time By [ : i 
RACE 21 
HEAT 3 
Pip Austin (Red) “lL. Dave Walker (whitey 
Tan Fletcher (Blue) © Paul Dyer (Y & B) : 


Result USte ae coco MANO: ec ele Srl ess . Time. 





RACE 22 


HEAT 4 
Reb—teones B- Y’\ (Red) | Dave Slatford (White) \ 
Rocky Coutts (Blue) pa Keith Satchell (Y & B) 


Result Pe a Ae 2nd....eftr..... 3rd...... 7) oe time WL A 





RACE 23 


NOMINATED RI 


(Red) DQ~ . 








Pawel Waloszek of Poland is the new 
Eurgpean Champion. He won the title 
in ‘Wroclaw last Sunday to head the list 
of 11 qualifiers for the World Final at 
Wembley. The scorers were: Waloszek 
13, Olsen 12, Michanek 11, Kuzmin 10, 
Pavlov 10, Chlinovski 9, Trofimov 8, 
Lofqvist 8, Kalmykov 7, Gordeev 7, 
Persson 7. Non-qualifiers: Simensen, 
Jansson, Spinka, Holmkvist, Eide. 


The biggest shock, of course, was the 
elimination of Bengt Jansson, who came 
third last year. Bengt obviously didn’t 
like. the heavy conditions. A crowd of 
50,000 watched the meeting in glorious 
weather. All six Russians, plus Lofqvist, 
will be making their world final bows at 
Wembley. 


If there is one man more relieved than 
any that Pete Wigley is not seriously 
injured, it’s Jim Tebby. Poor Jim could 
only watch as Pete fell in his path last 
week. It’s not a pleasant situation for a 


rider to find himself in and Jim did well 
to keep the collision less serious than it 
might have been. 


The switch to an ESO is not easy, as 
we've said before. Trevor Hedge 
reckons he is still in the process of 
making the transition and Jim needs 
time to fully adjust. Many habits of a 
long career have to be forgotten and new 
techniques learned. 


If Graeme Stapleton can continue last 
week’s form against Reading tonight, he 
could prove the key figure. Halifax boss 
Reg Fearman was full of praise for 
Graeme’s. display. “He swung the 
match,” said Reg. And Reading, of 
course, is another of Mr. Fearman’s 
tracks. 


Ronnie Moore had a nasty shock dur- 
ing the recent Golden Wonder meeting 
at Leicester. He thought his forks were 
going to collapse in one race. Having 
passed Ivan Mauger, he eased off when 
the bike started to vibrate. But Ronnie 
at least had the consolation of beating 
Ole Olsen from behind in his last race 
—Olsen’s only defeat of the evening. 


The Trevor Hedge Fan Club is keen 
to recruit new members. If you haven't 
joined yet, then do so without delay. 
Membership includes fact sheet, photos, 


etc. All good valuc. The Secretary is: 
Miss L. Braby, 2 Station Road, off 
Holden Road, Woodside Park, London, 
N12 7EG. 


Changing the subject somewhat, have 
you ever thought about horse-riding? 
It’s a pastime that is becoming increas- 
ingly popular and, if you are thinking of 
Icarning, take a tip: go along to the 
Kenilworth Equitation Centre, which is 
a British Horse Society-approved riding 
establishment, situated in the heart of 
the finest riding country in England, ad- 





Riders Aid Fund winning tickets for 


joining the National Trust land of 
Polesden Lacey and Norbury Park. 


The establishment owns over 70 
acres of land and has all possible facili- 
ties: indoor and outdoor riding schools, 
jumping and excercise paddocks and a 
cross-country course. Substantial recon- 
struction and modernisation during the 
past four years has made Kenilworth 
one of the leading cstablishments in the 
country, training horses and riders in all 
aspects of equitation. Clients are taken 
for hacks in unique surroundings. 


24th August: £8 626; £5 1031; £3 1939; £1 each: 934; 1087; 1399; 1609. 
28th August: £8 250; £5 1778; £3 604; £1 each: 544; 573; 817; 1055. 
31st August: £8 1710; £5 80; £3 675; £1 each: 767; 1192; 1665; 1998. 





Picture with a difference . . . Ronnie Meere being presented with a rosebowl trophy 
by Alf Weedon as Philip Rising turns photographer. And wko took this picture? 
Michael Patrick. 
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Fixtures 1972 


HOME 
King’s Lynn (Ch) L 36 42 
Reading (SGC) L 38 40 
Oxford (BL) W 41 36 
Ipswich (SGC) W 47 30 
Hackney (SGC) W 41 36 
King’s Lynn (SGC) W 44 34 
Exeter (BL) W 40 37 
Belle Vue (BL) W 43 34 


World Best Pairs Western Zone 
Semi-Final Mauger & Moore 
Leicester (BL) W 45 33 
World Champ. (QR) R. Moore 


Wills’ Internationale I. Mauger 
Ipswich (BL) W 41 37 
Glasgow (BL) L 38 40 


Wolverhampton (BL) W 45 33 
King’s Lynn (BL) L 37 41 
Cradley Heath (BL) W 46 32 
Coventry (BL) W 44 34 
Reading (BL) L 38 40 
England beat N.Z.  W 51 26 


Individual Gold Cup T. Betts 
Poole (BL) W 44 34 
Hackney (BL) W 40 38 
Swindon (BL) W 40 38 
4-team Tournament Wimbledon 
Sheffield (BL) W 43 35 
Halifax (BL) W 44 33 
Reading (MC) 

Hackney (MC)* 

No meeting 

Newport (BI) 

Open 

Open 

Div. I B.L.R.C. Final 

The Laurels 

Open 


*This match also counts for London Cup 


Key: BL—British League: Ch.—Challenge: SGC—Spring Gold Cup: QR: Qualifying 
Round: MC—Metropolitan Cup: KO—Knock Out Cup. 
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The answers. . 





DESMOND PRESS LTD.. 


Next Thursday - 7.45 pm 


Those HAWKS from East London will be here 
to do battle against the Wimbledon Dons 


- BARRY THOMAS - GEOFF MALONEY 
DAVE KENNETT - LAURIE ETHERIDGE - EDDIE REEVES 
and HUGHIE SAUNDERS 


Can they take on and beat the Dons or will Wimbledon come out 
victorious again? Can Tommy Jansson get revenge over Barry Thomas 


. next week - WIMBLEDON v HACKNEY 


Power ewewoe oe 


BENGT JANSSON . 


ne 





R/O 233a 


LONDON, S.W.18. 


Oct. 





AWAY 
Belle Vue (BL) L 23 55 
Oxford (BL) L 35 43 
ipswich (SGC) L 35 43 
Hackney (SGC) L 29 49 
Reading (SGC) L 25 $3 
Cradley Heath (BL) L 32 46 
King’s Lynn (SGC) L 32 46 
Wolverhampton (BL) L 22 55 
Reading (BL) L 29 49 
Halifax (BL) L 34 44 
Coventry (BL) L 30 48 
Exeter (KO2) L 28 50 
King’s Lynn (BL) L 33 44 
Leicester (BL) L 31 47 
Newport (BL) L 36 42 
Hackney (BL) L 32 46 
Poole (BL) L 27 51 
Ipswich (BL) L 22 56 


Hackney (MC) 
Sheffield (BL) 
Glasgow (BL) 
Exeter (BL) 
Swindon (BL) 
Reading (MC) 


DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sept. 16 World Final—Wembley 


18 
20 
6 


21 





DESMOND PRESS LTD.. R/O 2838 WIMBLEDON PARK ROAD. SOUTHFIELDS PARK ROAD. 


Manpower Trophy—Readine 
Brandonapolis—Coventry 
Individual Gold Cup Final 
—Hackney 

British League Riders 
Final—Belle Vue 
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SOUTHFIELDS 
TEL.: 01-874 6620 





